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United States largely results from its following this
mode of deciding q-q^stions of constitutionality and
iinconstitutionality, The process is slower, but it is
freer from suspicion of pressure, and much less pro-
vocative of jealousy, than the submission of broad
and emergent political propositions to a judicial body ;
and this submission is what an European foreigner
thinks of when he contemplates a Court of Justice
deciding on alleged violations of a constitutional rule
or principle.

The Congress or Legislature of the United States,
sharply separated from the Executive in conformity
with Montesquieu's principle, consists, I need
scarcely say, of the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives. And here I follow Mr. Freeman in noting
this two-chambered legislature as a plain mark of the
descent of the American Federal Constitution, as it was
at an earlier date of the descent of American Colonial
Constitutions, from a British original. If we could
conceive a political architect of the eighteenth century
endeavouring to build a new Constitution in ignorance
of the existence of the British Parliament, or with
the deliberate determination to neglect it, he might
be supposed to construct his Legislature with one
Chamber, or three, or four; he would have been in
the highest degree unlikely to construct it with two.
The "Federalist/7 no doubt, seems4 to regard the

4 Federalist, No. 63 (Hamilton).